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TRIBUTE TO AMBASSADOR DICK

CARLSON

HON. HENRY BONILLA
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Ambassador Dick Carlson, the
former president of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting [CPB]. Ambassador Carlson’s
strong leadership and commitment guided the
CPB during its most turbulent years.

Ambassador Carlson brought his broad ex-
perience as a journalist and former news an-
chor in Los Angeles and as a public servant
under the Reagan and Bush administrations to
the CPB. He served in the Reagan and Bush
administrations as director of the Voice of
America and was appointed as Ambassador to
the Seychelle Islands by President Bush. The
unique combination of diplomatic skills, knowl-
edge of journalism, and broadcasting, and
wideranging contacts proved to be a powerful
attribute for successfully leading CPB for the
last 5 years.

Ambassador Carlson leaves a legacy of
commonsense reform at CPB at a time when
Congress is moving to balance the budget.
Under his leadership CPB moved in the direc-
tion of becoming a system of greater effi-
ciency. He helped bring improved ideological
balance to the CPB.

CPB should continue in the direction Am-
bassador Carlson has set out. Following in
Ambassador Carlson’s footsteps to bring mod-
ernization to the CPB as we encounter the
21st century will protect the future of public
broadcasting. We salute him and thank him for
a job well-done.
f

TRIBUTE TO IRMO ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

HON. FLOYD SPENCE
OF SOUTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. SPENCE. Mr. Speaker, as the 1996–97
school year comes to a close, I would like to
take this opportunity to bring to the attention of
my colleagues the achievements of Irmo Ele-
mentary School, in Irmo, SC. This outstanding
school was one of only two South Carolina el-
ementary schools to receive the Carolina First
Palmetto’s Finest Award for 1996–97.

The students at Irmo Elementary School
consistently score above the State average on
standardized tests, and, each school year,
since the 1988–89 school year, the school has
received either the Education Incentive Award
or an Honorable Mention from the South Caro-
lina Department of Education. Irmo Elemen-
tary School is guided by its mission statement,
which is: ‘‘The mission of our school, where
excellence is tradition and learning has no
boundaries, is to ensure that each child is mo-
tivated to achieve his or her full potential
through diverse and challenging educational
programs that demand superior achievement,
provide a foundation for lifelong learning, and
instill the desire to become a productive mem-
ber of society.’’

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to commend the faculty, administration,

and students of Irmo Elementary School, as
well as the parents of the students, a dedi-
cated school board, and a strongly supportive
community, on the environment of excellence
that they have established. It is clear that the
students at this fine school are being prepared
to meet the challenges of the 21st century.
f

HONORING LAWRENCE WILLIAM
WALSH

HON. WILLIAM F. GOODLING
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor one of my constituents, Mr. Lawrence
William Walsh, who will retire on July 3, 1997,
after nearly 40 years of distinguished public
service in the Federal Government.

Mr. Walsh began his career in 1958 with the
Civil Aeronautics Administration and most re-
cently served as manager of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration’s [FAA] Airports District Of-
fice in Harrisburg, where he directed the de-
velopment of public airports in Pennsylvania
and Delaware. He administered a total of
1,262 grants representing $970 million in Fed-
eral funds for airports in Pennsylvania and
Delaware.

Mr. Walsh has been recognized for his su-
perior performance and has received many
commendations during his tenure with the
FAA. These awards include: the Airports Divi-
sion Employee of the Year, Regional Adminis-
trators Human Relations Award, Aviation
Council of Pennsylvania Achievement Award,
and the Regional Administrator’s STAR
Award.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have the op-
portunity to honor Mr. Walsh’s long record of
service and excellence. His dedication to his
career and his country is most worthy of spe-
cial recognition. On behalf of the residents of
Pennsylvania’s 19th Congressional District, I
wish him the very best on his retirement.
f

TRIBUTE TO PAUL CRONIN

HON. MARTIN T. MEEHAN
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, at just 12 years
of age, Paul Cronin knew he wanted to serve
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
Through hard work and dedication, Paul was
able to achieve his dream. He served his
hometown, Andover, MA, first as a Selectman
and then at age 24 as a State Representative,
making him the youngest elected official in the
State at the time. His career in public service
culminated when he was elected to represent
the Massachusetts Fifth District in the U.S.
House of Representatives, the seat I now
hold.

Paul Cronin passed away on April 5, 1997,
at just 59 years old, after a lengthy battle with
cancer. It was an especially sad day because
just 4 months earlier another great man from
the fifth district was taken from us, Paul Tson-
gas.

Like Tsongas, politics did not consume
Cronin’s life. Paul Cronin gave unselfishly of

himself to his community. He was particularly
proud of his long association with the Law-
rence Boys and Girls Club, which named its
new girls’ gym for his mother, Anna Marie
Cronin, only after Paul declined the honor for
himself.

His career and personal life were marked by
optimism and achievement and he faced
death as he faced life, with dignity, courage,
and perseverance.
f

PORTER MAGNET SCHOOL DES-
IGNATED TITLE I DISTIN-
GUISHED SCHOOL

HON. JAMES T. WALSH
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I want to bring to
my colleagues’ attention today the significant
accomplishment of the Porter Magnet School
of Technology and Career Exploration in Syra-
cuse, NY. Porter was recently designated by
the Federal Government as a distinguished
school.

This elementary school is 1 of 100 schools
nationally and five statewide to be com-
mended for the high performance of the stu-
dents and the innovation of instruction. Porter
is the only school in the Syracuse area to re-
ceive the commendation.

Many of the programs at Porter are innova-
tive. They involve parents in creative ways,
such as communication through audio and vis-
ual tapes in instances where literacy at home
is a question. The faculty, led by Principal
Octavia Wilcox, has worked hard to produce a
learning environment which challenges the
students. Using tax dollars wisely in pursuit of
high standards in education is a top priority.

Every student at Porter takes music, and
any student can take piano lessons during
school time. They have a pottery wheel in the
art class. They have sophisticated computers
and their own news team which videotaped a
recent visit I made.

But more importantly than the hardware,
Porter prides itself in a philosophy. Every child
can learn. Parents must be involved. Excel-
lence is worth pursuing.

Principal Wilcox says the faculty tries to
compete with other forces, negative forces, for
students’ time. The curriculum stresses the fu-
ture and the students are taught to think about
what comes next—the next level of education
and then careers.

I am very proud to congratulate the Syra-
cuse School District in general for its support
of programs like the one at Porter School.
f

IF NATO IS EXPANDED, OUR AL-
LIES MUST PAY MORE OF THE
COSTS

HON. BERNARD SANDERS
OF VERMONT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
make a few observations today about the Eu-
ropean Security Act (H.R. 1758), which au-
thorizes United States taxpayer dollars to pre-
pare the Baltic States for NATO expansion.
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